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KJIJG APPEALS TO ~?E~ORS AiCD XM3RS ON RAT COZXP0L 

Secretary of the Interior J, A, Krug today offered Fcdcral technical ?,id in 

establishing rat control programs to all governors and to the mayors of 1,077 

cities with populations of 10,OGO or over. 

In a letter to the governors ,uld mayors Secretary Krug sxaid that %ith so 
much human suffering in the world, we can ill afford to waste food; and with living 
costs as high as they are, saving food means saving money for our people. !’ He 
pointed to the “United States1 an.xxil loss of a billion dollars’ wortii of food 
destroyed, or contaminated by rats. If 

These appeals by Secretary Xrug marked the initial step in organizing c 
nationwide campaign to rid our cities of rats. Prqxaratory work stxtcd last 
month with the creation of the Zaztional Committee for Rat Control, mado up of 
roprcscntatives of civic grour,s :and industries closely affected by the rat problem. 

Hamilton 14. Warren, chair-ma? of the National Committee and vice-president of 
the National Carbon Co, , New York, declared, “1 am looking forward to the speedy 
nomination by mayors of local citizens’ committees for rat control. 

“The billions of dollars and t,he tons of food stolen from us by the rats each 
year should make it obvious that a city which fails to participate in this C.XP 
paign is working against the best interests of its people. Today we can use Gth 
profit the old slogan, ‘It’s no (disgrace to have rats; it’s a dis@xce to keep 
them, ” Warren said. 

Secretary Krug asked the mayors to appoint rat control committees to work 
with the experts in tine U. S. Fir& and Wildlife Service, which has temporarily 
expanded its field staff for the &r&ion of the campaigns Posters, le~aflets, 
technical bulletins and professions 1 advice will be dispatched to cooperating 
cities as soon as names of local committee chairmen are received in Washington. 

EDITORS NOT3 : Copies of the Governors’ and %@ors’ letters and “Iniiormation 
for correspondents are attached. 
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. JXPAXXEZT OF TXE IHIERIOR 
Office of the Secretary 

Washington 25, D. c. 

Ny de,ar Governor . 

Your State shares in the staggerizg amual bill of a billion dollars 
that rats cost this comtry in food consumed or wasted. In these days of 
high prices a~ ,d humn suffering, our citizenpy can ill afford this waste. 

I have recently appointed a committee of industrialists to qear- 
head a i;ational Urban Rat Control Ca-npaign during March and April. Our 
imediate aim is a terrrporarg drive supplementing local action and stim- 
lating existing public interest and participation. 'Ihis will sqgly 
mmentuc; to long-range rat control progmms initiated by the States and 
cities. 

your personal assistance in authorizir,g the full cooperation of 
your State Health Depximer;t will have direct results in iqzoving your 
State, For further informatio::, i ax enclosing a copy of q letter 
addressed to the Mayors of cities of over 10,000 in ~7mr State. 

To show the importa..ce of tkis ceqaig~ and what a long-rage pro- 
grmi car, accoqlish, the Commissioners of the District of Colubishave 
asked that Washington be desipated as the National Dexmstration City. 
if you or your Eiealth Offic' er are in Wadington during bksch or April, 
it muld give xe great pleasure to arrange for your review of demnstra- 
tion activities. I sho;lld qpreciate hearing fron ycu in admmce of 
such a visit. 

Sincerely vours, 

(sigr~ed) J. A. Krug, 

Secretary of the interior. 
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DPA.?JE~~~ OF TEE INERIOR 
Office of the Secretary 

~~a&.ngton 25, D, C, 

I$ dear Mayor 

This letter is about rats -- end a National Committee on Rat control 
which I have just *pointed to encourage every city of more than 10, GO0 
to inaugurate a rat control program with our Fish and Wildlife Service 
furnishing technical aid. 

Your city can share in this program as it shares in the United 
States’ annual loss of a billion dollars1 worth of food destroyed, or 
contaminated by rats. With so much human suffering in the world, we can 
ill afford to waste food; and with living costs as hi& as tkney are, 
saving food means saving money for our people. 

The cooperation of your ci tg is vital to ti?e success of the GrogEm. 
We have obtained the assistance of top men in inkstry and such organi za- 
tions as the U, S. Conference of Nkyors to gtide us. 

Knowledge of rat control is useless without the action kich the 
ci ti zens of your community can give this program. W!ile the present 
effort is a short-term Ixogram to save food, there will be long-time 
gains for your city in better sanitation, rat-proofing and ,Teneral civic 
improvement s. 

Your health department knows that rats can Tread typhus, spiroche- 
tal jaundice and other diseaxs, They are our deadliest enemy. 

We are in a position to $ve you extensive help in ridding your city 
of rats if you will immediately qpoint a committee to work wi.t,h Us. ‘;Jill 
you send me tjne name of your Committee Cktairm as quickly as possible so 
that technical assistance can be scheduled for you at an early date. 

Sincerely yours , 

(Signed) J. A. Krug, 

Secretary of the Interior. 
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Information for Correspondents on Rat Control 

bY or all of the following information on the National Urban Rat 

Control Campaign pay be obtained from Fish and Wildlife Service, Room 

7216, Interior Building, Washington 25, D, C,, Tel: m-1820, Ext. 3171. 

1. %e Xational. Urban Rat Control Campaign. 

5 pages describing need for cam@.@, how it is organized, 
progress to date, and future plans. 

2. Zacts About Rats. 

5 pages of one- to ten-line paragraph-fillers containing facts 
for use as is or for working into stories. 

3. Reading List for Rat Control. 

1 yage listing brief ~oy~J,ar pamphlets and slide films, 
including publicity peqhlets publishedby cities. 

4. Where to Find Rat Control Eqerts. 

Addresses of experts t&u&out the country, including field 
rat-control staff of U, S. Fish & Wildlife Service. 

5. Tne Rouse Rat, 
Rat Control. 
Ratproofing. 
Rat Control Nethods. 

4 short technical pax&lets describing rats, rat dmage, and 
specific metnods for control. 

6. Selection of 8 x 10 g3,ossy photographs. 

Showing rats, rat dmmge, specific si tuxtions inviting rats, 
Qroper treatment to prevent rats, 


